
Council of School Councils 

Oct. 29, 2014 



Agenda 
 

 Welcome 

 

 Assessment and reporting presentation and 

discussion 

 

 Online forum for school councils presentation 

and discussion 

 

 COSC as official parent stakeholder 

presentation and discussion 

 

 Closing remarks 

 

 



Meeting process 
 

 Presentation videos and slides to be posted on the website 

within a few days of meeting. 

 

 Other discussion notes will be posted on website as well. 

 

 Index cards on table for you to write down any questions that 

come up during the meeting. You can submit them to us and 

we’ll provide answers on the website following the meeting. 

 

 
 



Welcome: Pamela King 
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Assessment and Reporting 

Profound differences in [thought] are never gratuitous or 

invented. They grow out of conflicting elements in a 

genuine problem. 

   - John Dewey, The Child and the Curriculum 
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Agenda 

• Outcomes for the evening 

• Where have we been? 

• Where are we now? 

• Discussion and Responses 

• What’s next? 
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Outcomes for the evening: 

 

• How will my child get into the right classes in high 

school? What about  AP and IB? 

• My child is a high achiever, being on the honour role is 

an incentive, how is this going to work? 

• I know that 80% means that my child has learned 80% 

of the curriculum, what does a 3 tell me? 

• How will I know how my  child is actually doing; when 

they go from an 81% to an 88% I know? 
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Outcomes for the evening: 

• Percentages worked for me. Why change something 

that works? 

• If percentages have to be kept at the high school level, 

why do something different K-9? 

• How has parent feedback been used to guide decision 

making at the school and system level? 

• What does grading and reporting look like in other parts 

of Alberta and Canada? Is the CBE the only district 

doing this? 

 

 

8 



Glossary of Terms 

What does that mean? 
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Purpose  

Assessment: 

Is for students and their families to have an accurate 

understanding of what they know and can do in relation to 

the Alberta Programs of Study, and 

Reporting: 

To determine individual student achievement in relation to 

the expectations of the Alberta Programs of Study. 
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What has informed the CBE Vision of 

Assessment and Reporting?  
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Vision of 
Assessment 

and 
Reporting  

Current 
Research 

Student 
Feedback 

Parent 
Feedback 

Teacher 
Feedback 

Global and 
Provincial 

Context 

CBE 3-Year 
Education 

Plan 



What does the world beyond K-12 have to 

say about assessment…?  
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…and reporting? 
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What does the province say?  

“Progress in learning is enhanced when the student, the 

parents and the teacher have a clear understanding of 

what is to be achieved. A shared understanding of what is 

expected enables the student, the parents and the 

teacher to work together.”   

(p. 5, Alberta Education, Guide to Education, Sept 2014) 
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What does current research say? 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is: 

 

• Supportive of student learning 

• Meaningful 

• Consistent 

• Accurate 
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What does current research say? 

Outcomes describe what your child is expected to know 

and be able to do according to the Alberta Education 

Programs of study.  When learning begins with an 

outcome or goals students know what they are learning 

and why they are learning it.  

 

- Calgary Board of Education Parent’s Guide: Assessment and Reporting 
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What does current research say?   

17 

Physics 20  

outcomes-based  

self-assessment  

and reflection 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is supportive of 

student learning.  It helps students to reflect, set goals, self-

assess and take ownership of their learning. 



What does current research say? 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is accurate. 

 

The tradition of assigning a single letter grade or percentage to 

students for each subject or course included on the report card 

requires teachers to combine numerous sources of evidence into one 

mark.  This results in a hodgepodge grade that includes some 

combination of achievement, behaviour, effort, attitude and learning 

progress. 

 - Cizek, Ftizgerald, & Rachor , 1996; McMillan, 2001; McMillan, Myran, & Workamdn, 2002 
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What does current research say? 

Academic 
Achievement 

Non-
Academic 

factors 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is accurate. 



What does current research say? 

2014%2015'Standard'Math'Rubric'–'Crossing'Park'School'

!
! Not'meeting' Basic' Good' Excellent'
Understands'
mathematical'
concepts'and'
relationships'

Demonstrates!little!or!no!
understanding!of!concepts.!
!
Little!or!no!attempt!is!made!
to!recognize!relationships!
or!connections.!

Demonstrates!a!developing!
understanding!of!concepts.!
!
An!adequate!attempt!is!
made!to!recognize!
relationships!or!
connections.!
!
Some!attempt!to!relate!the!
task!to!other!mathematics,!
other!subjects,!or!own!
interests!and!experiences!is!
made.!

Demonstrates!a!broad!
understanding!of!concepts.!
!
Relationships!and!
connections!are!recognized!
and!explained.!
!
Some!examples!may!
include,!but!are!not!limited!
to!clarification!of!the!task,!
exploration!of!realCworld!
applications!and!noting!
patterns,!regularities!or!
structures.!

Demonstrates!a!thorough!
understanding!of!concepts.!
!
Relationships!and!
connections!are!analyzed!
and!used!to!extend!thinking!
to!other!mathematics.!
!
Some!examples!may!
include,!but!are!not!limited!
to!testing!and!accepting!or!
rejecting!a!hypothesis!or!
conjecture,!or!generalizing!
or!extending!the!solution!to!
other!cases.!
!

Uses'
mathematical'
reasoning'to'
analyze'and'
solve'problems'

Unable!to!choose!a!strategy,!
or!a!clearly!inappropriate!
strategy!is!chosen.!
!
Little!or!no!evidence!of!
reasoning!or!justification!is!
present.!
!

A!partially!correct!strategy!
is!chosen,!or!student!
requires!guidance!to!choose!
a!correct!strategy.!
!
Adequate!evidence!of!
reasoning!or!justification!is!
present.!
!
Student!is!able!to!achieve!a!
correct!solution!with!some!
teacher!support.!

A!correct!or!appropriate!
strategy!is!chosen.!
!
Planning!or!monitoring!of!
the!strategy!is!evident.!
A!systematic!approach!
and/or!justification!of!
correct!reasoning!is!
present.!
!
Student!is!able!to!achieve!a!
correct!solution.!Minor!
errors!may!be!present.!
!

A!creative!or!efficient!
strategy!is!chosen.!
!
Adjustments!in!strategy,!if!
necessary,!are!made!along!
the!way,!and/or!alternative!
strategies!are!considered.!
!
Evidence!is!used!to!justify!
and!support!decisions!and!
conclusions.!
!
Student!is!able!to!achieve!a!
correct!solution,!at!times!
with!immaterial!errors.! 20 

Junior High Math Department Rubric 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is consistent. 
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What does current research say? 

Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is consistent. 



What does current research say? 
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Outcomes-based assessment and reporting is consistent. 



What did students say? 
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“I really like the verbal 

assessments I get from my 

teacher.  The feedback they give 

me helps me figure out what I 

need to do to improve.” 

 
- Grade 5 student 



What did students say? 

“What is 85%; 60%?  Where 

does my mark come from?” 

  – Grade 9 student 
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What did teachers say?  

“Using outcomes to assess 

student learning allows them to 

reflect, set goals, self-assess 

and take ownership of their 

learning and me to be 

responsive in my instruction 

and ability to support my 

students.” 

    

    - Teacher 
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What did teachers say? 

“Reporting student progress 

and achievement in relation to 

outcomes allows for more 

focused conversation on 

student learning.”    

    

 - Teacher 
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What did parents say? 

“You seem to be trying to raise 

the students to be thinkers 

instead of just "fill in the 

blankers". By offering different 

options and different ways of 

doing a project you are allowing 

the students to find their way of 

learning and allowing it to 

flourish!” 

  -Parent 5-9 school 
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What did parents say? 

“I do prefer the new written 

format. However, not getting it 

until the end of January seems 

late in the school term to get a 

first report card. End of 

November, beginning of 

December would be more 

helpful.” 

  -Parent K-6 school 
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Where are we now - example 
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Grade 4: Demonstrate an understanding of multiplication to solve problems. 



Where are we now - example 
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• Learner Outcomes from Alberta Program of 
Studies 

• Student Learning Task 

• Formative Assessment 

  
• Summative Assessment 

  
• CBE report card outcomes 
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In the classroom, assessment looks like… 

I Can Statements Portfolio 

Assessment 

Tests 

Quizzes 

Rubrics Criteria 

Checklists 

Descriptive Feedback 
Conferencing 

Interviews 

Goal Setting Self-Assessment 

Clear, Known Targets 

Reflection 

Observations 

Labs Performance-Based 

Assessments 

Ongoing 

Communication 

Assessment 

Evidence 



…And reporting looks like… 
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…And reporting looks like… 



Where are we now - example 
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Grade 4: Demonstrate an understanding of multiplication to solve problems. 



…And reporting looks like… 

Outcome 

Outcome Outcome 

Outcome 

Accurate Grade 

Character 

Citizenship 

Personal 

Development 

Results Reporting 

Work habits, effort and attitude are important and reported separately within 

the context of our Results 3, 4 and 5: Character, Personal Development and 

Citizenship.   

 



In schools, assessment looks like… 
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 …In K-12 schools, reporting looks like… 

Principles of Fair Grading 

• Fair 

• Credible and defensible 

• Appropriate and responsive 
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…In K-9 schools reporting looks like… 

 Specific to K-9: 

• Outcomes based - each subject has 3-6 outcomes  

• Indicators – 4 point achievement indicator scale 

• Frequency – twice: Dec/Jan and June 

• Comments - ongoing 

 

 

 

 



…And K-9 reporting looks like… 
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…And K-9 reporting looks like… 
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…And 10-12 reporting looks like… 

• Twice per course 

• Percentage based 
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Return to purpose 

 

 

Assessment and reporting work together to ensure that students, 

teachers and families, can answer the question, “how’s my kid doing 

in school?” 



CBE Website – Assessment and 

Reporting 
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http://cbe.ab.ca/Parents/assessment-and-reporting/introduction.asp


Table Discussion 
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What’s Next: 
 

 

Our commitment as a system: 

 

• Continue to focus on the daily learning experience of 
the child K-12 

• “Each student in keeping with her individual abilities 
and gifts will complete high school with a foundation of 
learning to function effectively in life, work and 
continued learning.” 

• Continue to engage in professional learning for 
student progress and achievement 
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What’s Next: 

Our commitment as a system: 

 

• develop and implement effective school-based 

processes to support the communication of  

student specific progress and achievement  

• Develop and implement processes that support 

student transitions into High School 
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What’s Next: 

Our commitment as a system: 

 

• continue communication and collaboration 

between families, communities, schools and the 

system about assessment and reporting K-9 

• make decisions that will continue to consider 

current research and the experiences of our 

students and families to move our practices 

forward 

47 


