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Contemporizing the Social Activism of Charles Dickens

For Immediate Release

CALGARY — Students in the Performing and Visual Arts Program at Central
Memorial High School are working together with the United Way on a
contemporary rendition of the musical Oliver! Based on the novel Oliver Twist by
Charles Dickens from1835, the musical addresses societal treatment of the
disadvantaged. The updated version tells the story of Oliver, an abused and
homeless youth, and the Tent City community that he meets up with in East
Hastings, Vancouver.

The cast and crew are working with members of the United Way and their
#UNIGNORABLE campaign to raise awareness of those living in poverty and
unsafe conditions.

Approximately 300 junior high school students and their teachers will attend a
performance and learn about services offered by the United Way to assist youth
and families that find themselves struggling financially, losing their homes, or
living in unsafe conditions.

CMHS students and staff from the United Way will be available after the
performance for interviews.

Date: Wednesday, May. 15, 2019

Time: 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.

Place: Central Memorial High School, 5111, 21 St SW
Contact: Gord Baldwin, Principal, 403-243-8880

Note: Principals have a responsibility to limit media coverage only to students approved
for interviews. Reporters attending an event are requested to receive permission from a
CBE contact before interviewing or photographing students. Thank you for your
cooperation in this matter, and for joining us in celebrating public education.
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